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Geonim (Babylonia, Persia) 7th-10th century Sa’adya Gaon 

Rishonim 
 (France, Germany, Spain, North Africa) 

11th-15th century e.g. Rashi,  Miamonides,  
Nachmanides 

Code of Jewish Law 16th century R. Yosef Karo (Israel) 

R. Moses Isserles (Poland) 

Acharonim 
(Europe, Israel, America) 

17th century-now e.g. R. Eliyahu of Vilna,  
Chofetz Chaim 

Seventy Elders 
 

“Great Assembly” 
 

SANHEDRIN 
 

Supreme 
Court 

 
Legislation, 

Enforcement 
 

1313 BCE-359 CE 
 

Genesis Exodus Leviticus Numbers Deuteron-
omy 

“Five Books of Moses” Legal  
Explana-
tions & 

Definitions 

Rules of  
Exegesis 

Oral  
Traditions 

Explana-
tions 
 of  

Narrative 

Ethics Kabbalah 

RABBINIC LAWS & CUSTOMS 

TORAH LAW 

Prophets Writings 
1273 BCE-420 BCE 

Joshua 
Judges 
Samuel 
Kings 
Isaiah 

Jeremiah 
Ezekiel 

 
Twelve “minor” prophets 

760 BCE-350 BCE 
Psalms 

Proverbs 
Job 

Daniel 
Ezra   Nehemiah 

Chronicles 
 

The Five Megillot 
Song of Songs  Ruth 

Lamentations  Ecclesias-
tes 

Esther 

Mishnah (170-200 CE) 6 Orders 
Sages of the Mishnah called “Tanna’im” 

63 Tractates, 523 Chapters   

Seeds, Times, Women, Damages, Holiness, Purity 

Explanations: 
Legal, Ethical 

Legislation Decisions Customs 

Gemarah : Jerusalem (350 CE) R. Muna & R. Yosi 
Babylonian (500 CE) Ravina & Rav Ashi 

Sages of the Gemara called “Amora’im” 

BERAITA 

ZOHAR 

COMMENTARIES, RESPONSA, APPLICATION OF LAWS IN CONTEMPORARY LIFE 

TOSEFTA 

MIDRASH 


